
Intensity

D0	 abnormally dry

D1	 drought - moderate

D2	 drought - severe

D3	 drought - extreme

D4	 drought - exceptional

Map courtesy of 
the U.S. Drought 

Monitor

Water Weekly
For the week of 02/22/16

Water conditions
After an 11-week hiatus, drought is back in Texas with  
4 percent of the state suffering from moderate drought  
conditions. Perhaps more alarming is the 
dramatic increase in abnormally dry  
conditions or worse growing from  
12 percent of the state last week to  
45 percent this week.

Drought conditions
SS 4% now
SS 0% a week ago
SS 0.6% three months ago
SS 43% a year ago

U.S. seasonal drought outlook
Easy come, easy go? Projections show drought conditions improving in central Texas by the end of May 
but with lingering smudges in the Rio Grande Valley and Corpus Christi area.

Drought persists or intensifies
Drought remains but improves
Drought removal likely
Drought development likely

Key

Map courtesy of 
NOAA

Written by Dr. Robert Mace — Dr. Robert Mace is the TWDB Deputy Executive Administrator for Water Science and Conservation. 
Robert has a B.S. in Geophysics, an M.S. in Hydrology, and a Ph.D. in Hydrogeology. He has been at TWDB since 1999.
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