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Water conditions
Despite a record rainy end to summer, patches of drought 
continue to affect Fannin and Lamar counties in North Texas, 
Lubbock and Crosby counties in West Texas, 
and parts of the Lower Rio Grande Valley. 
The National Weather Service expects 
these drought patches to continue through 
October. Nevertheless, statewide reservoir 
storage is 7.5 percentage points above 
normal for this time of year.

Drought conditions
SS 0.6% now
SS 1% a week ago
SS 0% three months ago
SS 38% a year ago

Drought persists or intensifies
Drought remains but improves
Drought removal likely
Drought development likely
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Map courtesy of 
NOAA

October 2016 
drought outlook
The U.S. Monthly Drought 
Outlook projects drought 
continuing in the currently 
affected parts of Texas.

Written by Dr. Robert Mace — Dr. Robert Mace is the TWDB Deputy Executive Administrator for Water Science and Conservation. 
Robert has a B.S. in Geophysics, an M.S. in Hydrology, and a Ph.D. in Hydrogeology. He has been at TWDB since 1999.
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