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Water conditions
The intensification of drought across the southeastern United 
States has brought severe drought conditions into Texas for the 
first time since October 2015. At our latitude, 
we are vised in with drought not only on 
the east but also on the west—and the vise 
is expected to tighten over the next several 
months.

Drought conditions
SS 16% now
SS 14% a week ago
SS 5% three months ago
SS 0.6% a year ago

Drought persists or intensifies
Drought remains but improves
Drought removal likely
Drought development likely
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U.S. seasonal 
drought outlook
The latest U.S. Seasonal 
Drought Outlook shows 
drought expanding across 
eastern and southern Texas, 
as well as the Panhandle, 
through February.

Written by Dr. Robert Mace — Dr. Robert Mace is the TWDB Deputy Executive Administrator for Water Science and Conservation. 
Robert has a B.S. in Geophysics, an M.S. in Hydrology, and a Ph.D. in Hydrogeology. He has been at TWDB since 1999.
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