
Water Weekly
For the week of 02/12/18

Water conditions
More drought expansion and intensification in the last 
week. Drought now covers 65 percent of the state, its 
largest extent since June 2014. Another 
25 percent of the state is abnormally dry 
and could slip into drought in the next 
few weeks.

Drought conditions
SS 65% now
SS 56% a week ago
SS 9% three months ago
SS 3% a year ago

Intensity

D0	 abnormally dry

D1	 drought - moderate

D2	 drought - severe

D3	 drought - extreme

D4	 drought - exceptional
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Statewide 
precipitation
Fueled by Hurricane 
Harvey, average 
statewide precipita-
tion set a record for 
the month of August. 
Since then, we’ve ac-
cumulated an average 
rainfall deficit of more 
than 3 inches. Local 
conditions in some ar-
eas have been much 
worse. Parts of the 
Panhandle haven’t had 
measurable rainfall in 
more than 90 days.

Written by Dr. Mark Wentzel — Dr. Mark Wentzel is a hydrologist in the TWDB’s Office of Water Science and Conservation.

Tulsi Oberbeck, Governmental Relations  |  tulsi.oberbeck@twdb.texas.gov  |  512-463-4864 
Kimberly Leggett, Media Relations  |  kimberly.leggett@twdb.texas.gov  |  512-463-5129

www.twdb.texas.gov Stay connected:

mailto:tulsi.oberbeck%40twdb.texas.gov?subject=From%20Texas%20Water%20Development%20Board
mailto:kimberly.leggett%40twdb.texas.gov?subject=From%20Texas%20Water%20Development%20Board
www.twdb.texas.gov
https://www.facebook.com/twdboard
https://twitter.com/twdb
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZfncy69cLagGvBv3YvfRMA
https://www.linkedin.com/company/texas-water-development-board
https://www.instagram.com/txwaterdevboard/

