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Water conditions
Thanks to scattered rainfall the previous week, the 
latest drought map has good and bad news. The total 
area of the state impacted by drought 
declined four percentage points. At the 
same time, exceptional drought, the 
most severe category, expanded from 
Foard into Hardeman, Cottle, King,  
and surrounding counties.

Drought conditions
SS 49% now
SS 53% a week ago
SS 56% three months ago
SS 1% a year ago
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Drought persists

Drought remains but improves

Drought removal likely

Drought development likely
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U.S. monthly 
drought outlook
For most of Texas, May 
has historically been the 
wettest month of the 
year. This May, drought 
is expected to dissipate 
in South and Central 
Texas, but persist in the 
Panhandle and West Texas.

Written by Dr. Mark Wentzel — Dr. Mark Wentzel is a hydrologist in the TWDB’s Office of Water Science and Conservation.
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