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Water conditions
Recent rains reduced the intensity of drought in parts of 
the Panhandle and along the Texas coast. Since June 12, 
Amarillo has received 2 inches of rainfall, 
more than in the previous 6 months.  
Large areas of the coast have received 5  
or more inches of precipitation.

Drought conditions
SS 47% now
SS 50% a week ago
SS 61% three months ago
SS 5% a year ago

Intensity

D0	 abnormally dry

D1	 drought - moderate

D2	 drought - severe

D3	 drought - extreme

D4	 drought - exceptional
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Key

Drought persists

Drought remains but improves

Drought removal likely

Drought development likely
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U.S. seasonal 
drought outlook
The latest seasonal 
drought outlook through 
the end of September 
2018 anticipates continued 
improvement along the 
Texas coast and the west-
ern half of the Panhandle. 
Drought is expected to 
persist in northeast Texas 
and the eastern half of the 
Panhandle, while expand-
ing in Central Texas.

Written by Dr. Mark Wentzel — Dr. Mark Wentzel is a hydrologist in the TWDB’s Office of Water Science and Conservation.
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