
Water Weekly
For the week of 07/23/18

Water conditions
The latest drought map shows a 3 percentage point 
decrease in the area of the state impacted by drought. 
Scattered rains brought scattered areas of 
improvement across the northern half of 
the state. But drought continued to grow 
in Central Texas, expanding into Concho, 
McCulloch, and Menard counties.

Drought conditions
SS 46% now
SS 49% a week ago
SS 49% three months ago
SS 8% a year ago

Intensity

D0	 abnormally dry

D1	 drought - moderate

D2	 drought - severe

D3	 drought - extreme

D4	 drought - exceptional

Map courtesy of 
the U.S. Drought 

Monitor

Key

Drought persists

Drought remains but improves

Drought removal likely

Drought development likely

Map courtesy of NOAA/
NWS/NCEP/Climate
Prediction Center

U.S. seasonal 
drought outlook
The latest seasonal 
drought outlook through 
the end of October 2018 
anticipates continued 
drought persistence and 
development over most of 
Texas. By the end of that 
time period, only coastal 
Texas, the northern tip of 
the Panhandle, and the 
area around El Paso are ex-
pected to be drought free.

Written by Dr. Mark Wentzel — Dr. Mark Wentzel is a hydrologist in the TWDB’s Office of Water Science and Conservation.
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