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Water conditions
The latest drought map for conditions as of August 
27 shows the impact of below-average rainfall in July 
and August. Moderate or worse drought 
impacts 38 percent of the state. Another 
36 percent of the state is abnormally 
dry and could transition to drought in 
coming weeks.

Drought conditions
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SS 0.2% three months ago
SS 62% a year ago

Intensity

D0	 abnormally dry

D1	 drought - moderate

D2	 drought - severe

D3	 drought - extreme

D4	 drought - exceptional

Map courtesy of 
the U.S. Drought 

Monitor

Key

5 Class Degradation
4 Class Degradation
3 Class Degradation
2 Class Degradation
1 Class Degradation
No Change
1 Class Improvement
2 Class Improvement
3 Class Improvement
4 Class Improvement
5 Class ImprovementMap courtesy of the U.S. Drought Monitor

Drought change 
in the last month
In late July, moderate or 
worse drought covered less 
than 5 percent of the state, 
mostly in South Texas and 
along the upper 
Red River Valley. 
In August, hot 
temperatures and  
continued below-
average rainfall resulted 
in rapid expansion and 
intensification of drought 
across the state.

Written by Dr. Mark Wentzel — Dr. Mark Wentzel is a hydrologist in the TWDB’s Office of Water Science and Conservation.
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