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Water conditions
Despite improvements in south and west Texas, the area 
of the state impacted by moderate or worse drought 
increased for the ninth consecutive week. 
As of September 10, more than half the 
state is in moderate or worse drought.

Drought conditions
SS 53% now
SS 43% a week ago
SS 0.5% three months ago
SS 31% a year ago

Intensity

D0	 abnormally dry

D1	 drought - moderate

D2	 drought - severe

D3	 drought - extreme

D4	 drought - exceptional
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Texas precipitation
In mid-May 2019, Texas was drought free thanks to the fifth wettest April through June since 1895. Since 
then, drought has expanded to cover more than half the state, fueled by the tenth driest July through August 
combined with the second hottest August on record.

Written by Dr. Mark Wentzel — Dr. Mark Wentzel is a hydrologist in the TWDB’s Office of Water Science and Conservation.
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