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Water conditions
Tropical Storm Imelda brought devastating flooding to 
the southeast corner of the state but limited drought 
relief to other areas. Moderate or worse 
drought is down 4 percentage points 
from last week but still up 10 percentage 
points since the end of August.

Drought conditions
SS 48% now
SS 52% a week ago
SS 2% three months ago
SS 20% a year ago

Intensity

D0	 abnormally dry

D1	 drought - moderate

D2	 drought - severe

D3	 drought - extreme

D4	 drought - exceptional
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September 
precipitation
Rainfall was highly  
variable across the state  
in September. Tropical 
Storm Imelda brought  
more than 20 inches of 
rainfall to the Houston  
area. Areas near Lubbock 
got more than 5 inches.  
In between, areas south  
of Fort Worth received  
no precipitation at all.

Written by Dr. Mark Wentzel — Dr. Mark Wentzel is a hydrologist in the TWDB’s Office of Water Science and Conservation.
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