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Water conditions
The latest drought map for conditions as of April 
21 shows no change in the total area impacted by 
drought. However, exceptional drought 
was eliminated from the state, and 
the area impacted by severe or worse 
drought dropped one percentage point 
and now covers 7 percent of the state.

Drought conditions
SS 16% now
SS 16% a week ago
SS 35% three months ago
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Texas 
temperature
The five-year (60-month) 
period ending with 
March 2020 set a record 
for the hottest five-year 
period for Texas since 
1895. Temperatures 
from April 2015 to 
March 2020 averaged 
66.7°F across the  
state, one degree  
more than during the 
hottest five years of  
the 1950’s drought.

Written by Dr. Mark Wentzel — Dr. Mark Wentzel is a hydrologist in the TWDB’s Office of Water Science and Conservation.
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