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Water conditions
The latest drought map for conditions as of  
May 12 shows improvement in parts of South  
Texas and along the upper coast. Larger 
areas in the Panhandle, Central Texas, 
and West Texas saw conditions worsen. 
Overall, moderate or worse drought 
increased two percentage points from 
the previous week.

Drought conditions
SS 15% now
SS 13% a week ago
SS 33% three months ago
SS 0% a year ago

Intensity

D0	 abnormally dry

D1	 drought - moderate

D2	 drought - severe

D3	 drought - extreme

D4	 drought - exceptional
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Brownsville 
precipitation
The six-month period 
from November 2019 
to April 2020 was the 
third driest such period 
for Brownsville since 
1895. Recent rains have 
brought some relief. 
Halfway through May 
2020, Brownsville has 
already received more 
precipitation this month 
than was recorded  
during the previous four 
months combined.

Written by Dr. Mark Wentzel — Dr. Mark Wentzel is a hydrologist in the TWDB’s Office of Water Science and Conservation.
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