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Water conditions
The latest drought map for conditions as of  
May 26 shows improvements in East, Central, and 
South Texas and degradation in the 
Panhandle and West Texas. The total 
area impacted by drought dropped to 8 
percent of the state, its lowest value since 
late July 2019.

Drought conditions
SS 8% now
SS 11% a week ago
SS 20% three months ago
SS 0.2% a year ago

Intensity

D0	 abnormally dry

D1	 drought - moderate

D2	 drought - severe

D3	 drought - extreme

D4	 drought - exceptional
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May 
precipitation
May rainfall was above 
average for large areas 
of southern and coastal 
Texas, helping ease drought 
conditions in those parts 
of the state. Laredo 
received almost 4 inches of 
precipitation in May 2020, 
more than the amount 
received in the previous six 
months combined.

Written by Dr. Mark Wentzel — Dr. Mark Wentzel is a hydrologist in the TWDB’s Office of Water Science and Conservation.
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