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Water conditions
Drought is beginning to intensify in Central and West 
Texas. Three weeks ago, extreme drought was limited 
to several pockets in the Panhandle. Since 
then, extreme drought has contracted in 
the Panhandle but expanded into parts of 
Central and West Texas.

Drought conditions
SS 33% now
SS 34% a week ago
SS 13% three months ago
SS 10% a year ago

Intensity

D0	 abnormally dry

D1	 drought - moderate

D2	 drought - severe

D3	 drought - extreme

D4	 drought - exceptional
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July  
precipitation
Parts of the northern 
Panhandle and most of the 
Lower Rio Grande Valley 
received three times their 
normal precipitation in 
July 2020. In West Texas, 
Midland received 0.01 
inches (less than 1 percent 
of normal). Abilene, 150 
miles to the northeast, 
received 2.07 inches (110 
percent of normal).

Written by Dr. Mark Wentzel — Dr. Mark Wentzel is a hydrologist in the TWDB’s Office of Water Science and Conservation.
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