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Water conditions
The latest drought monitor map for conditions as 
of September 8 shows a significant decrease in the 
area of the state impacted by drought. 
Areas of Central Texas saw as much as 
a two-category improvement in drought 
condition. Unfortunately, drought 
intensified in parts of West Texas.

Drought conditions
SS 40% now
SS 55% a week ago
SS 23% three months ago
SS 53% a year ago

Intensity

D0	 abnormally dry

D1	 drought - moderate

D2	 drought - severe

D3	 drought - extreme

D4	 drought - exceptional
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Texas 
temperature
If you thought it’s 
been warmer than 
usual recently, you’re 
right. In March we  
set a record (66.7°F) 
for the hottest five-
year (60-month) 
period for Texas since 
1895. We’ve since 
tied the record several 
times (May, June, and 
July) before setting  
a new record in 
August (66.8°F).

Written by Dr. Mark Wentzel — Dr. Mark Wentzel is a hydrologist in the TWDB’s Office of Water Science and Conservation.
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