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Water conditions
The last few weeks have been dry for most  
of the state, and only East Texas is expected to  
see additional rainfall in the coming 
week. As a result, the latest drought  
map shows slow expansion of drought, 
which is also expected to continue on 
next week’s map.

Drought conditions
SS 33% now
SS 32% a week ago
SS 25% three months ago
SS 49% a year ago

Intensity

D0	 abnormally dry

D1	 drought - moderate

D2	 drought - severe

D3	 drought - extreme

D4	 drought - exceptional
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September 
precipitation
Precipitation across the  
state averaged almost  
4 inches in September, 
about 130 percent of 
normal, but conditions 
varied by location. Midland 
received less than an inch 
for the month, less than 
half of normal. Meanwhile, 
Abilene received more 
than 5.5 inches, more than 
double its normal amount 
for the month.

Written by Dr. Mark Wentzel — Dr. Mark Wentzel is a hydrologist in the TWDB’s Office of Water Science and Conservation.
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