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Water conditions

The latest drought map for conditions
as of May 17 shows expansion and
intensification of drought. The area

of the state impacted by exceptional
drought climbed to 29 percent, its
largest value since January 2012. Areas
east of I-35 and north of I-10 may see
improvements on next week’s map.
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Over the next few months,
the National Weather
Service anticipates drought
will persist, intensify, and
expand in Texas. By the
end of August, only a
pocket near El Paso and an
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Written by Dr. Mark Wentzel — Dr. Mark Wentzel is a hydrologist in the TWDB’s Office of Water Science and Conservation.
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