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Water conditions
The most recent drought map for 
conditions as of July 19 shows the 
largest area of the state in drought 
since January 2012. Extreme or worse 
drought, which now covers 57 percent 
of the state, is also at its largest extent 
since January 2012.

Drought conditions
	S 95% now
	S 94% a week ago
	S 87% three months ago
	S 3% a year ago
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D1	 drought - moderate

D2	 drought - severe

D3	 drought - extreme

D4	 drought - exceptional
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Drought persists

Drought remains but improves

Drought removal likely

Drought development likely
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   U.S. seasonal 
drought outlook
Drought conditions are 
likely to worsen over the 
next few months. The 
National Weather Service 
anticipates that almost 
the entire state will be 
experiencing drought by 
the end of October. But a 
good monsoon season is 
expected to keep the far tip 
of west Texas drought free.

Written by Dr. Mark Wentzel — Dr. Mark Wentzel is a hydrologist in the TWDB’s Office of Water Science and Conservation.
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