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Water conditions
The latest drought monitor map, for 
conditions as of March 28, shows 
drought contraction in north central 
Texas but expansion in the Panhandle 
and central and coastal Texas. For the 
sixth week in the last seven weeks, 
the total area of the state impacted by 
drought increased.

Drought conditions
	S 67% now
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	S 88% a year ago

Intensity

D0	 abnormally dry

D1	 drought - moderate

D2	 drought - severe

D3	 drought - extreme

D4	 drought - exceptional

Map courtesy of the 
U.S. Drought Monitor

Key

5 Class Degradation
4 Class Degradation
3 Class Degradation
2 Class Degradation
1 Class Degradation
No Change
1 Class Improvement
2 Class Improvement
3 Class Improvement
4 Class Improvement
5 Class ImprovementMap courtesy of the U.S. Drought Monitor

Drought change in 
the last month
During the month of March, La 
Niña conditions that contribute 
to drought in Texas dissipated. 
But the change came too late 
to bring relief by the end of 
the month. 
The area of the 
state impacted 
by drought is up five 
percentage points since 
the end of February.

Written by Dr. Mark Wentzel — Dr. Mark Wentzel is a hydrologist in the TWDB’s Office of Water Science and Conservation.
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