
Water Weekly
For the week of 04/24/23

Water conditions
The latest drought monitor map, 
for conditions as of April 18, shows 
scattered improvements across South 
and Coastal Texas and scattered 
degradations in the Panhandle and 
Central and West Texas. The net effect 
was a small decrease in the area of the 
state impacted by drought.

Drought conditions
	S 58% now
	S 59% a week ago
	S 55% three months ago
	S 87% a year ago

Intensity

D0	 abnormally dry

D1	 drought - moderate

D2	 drought - severe

D3	 drought - extreme

D4	 drought - exceptional
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Key

Drought persists

Drought remains but improves

Drought removal likely

Drought development likely
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U.S. seasonal 
drought outlook
Thanks to recent 
rains, next week’s 
drought monitor map 
may show additional 
improvements. But the 
picture isn’t as rosy 
for future months. By 
the end of July, the 
National Weather Service 
expects only a small 
area of improvement in 
Coastal Texas along with 
drought expansion in 
South and West Texas.

Written by Dr. Mark Wentzel — Dr. Mark Wentzel is a hydrologist in the TWDB’s Office of Water Science and Conservation.
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