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Water conditions
The latest drought map for conditions 
as of December 26 shows less than 40 
percent of the state impacted by drought. 
That’s still a significant portion of Texas 
dealing with drought but a decrease of 47 
percentage points since mid-September 
and 11 percentage points since the start 
of 2023.

Drought conditions
	S 39% now
	S 43% a week ago
	S 81% three months ago
	S 49% a year ago
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D0	 abnormally dry
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D4	 drought - exceptional
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Drought persists

Drought remains but improves

Drought removal likely

Drought development likely

Map courtesy of 
NOAA

U.S. seasonal 
drought outlook
Thanks in part to El Niño 
conditions, the latest 
drought outlook from 
the National Weather 
Service anticipates 
wetter conditions for 
East Texas in coming 
months. Drought 
conditions in Central 
and West Texas, 
however, are expected 
to persist with little 
improvement through 
the end of March.

Written by Dr. Mark Wentzel — Dr. Mark Wentzel is a hydrologist in the TWDB’s Office of Water Science and Conservation.
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